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lucellwn " (a little tax on light). In face of the
popular outcry the tax was withdrawn. There
were also irregularities in the Post Office. The
First Commissioner of Works insulted Dr. Hooker
of Kew Gardens, andScience was mobilised against
the Government. A peace policy carried with it
large reductions in the dockyards, which further
reinforced the opposition, though, in truth, most of
the economies had been sketched out by the
preceding administration. The Prime Minister's
own seat at Greenwich was in danger. We must
remember, too, that this was the first Government
to be harassed seriously by the by-election
nuisance.
Finally, when Gladstone introduced his Irish
University Bill, to set up a Catholic University in
Ireland (an admittedly truncated measure), he
was met by a monstrous coalition of Tories, Non-
conformists, Catholics, and Atheists. The Bill was
defeated on the second reading and Gladstone
resigned. But on Disraeli refusing to take office, he
resumed it for a few months, passing the Judica-
ture Acts in a final paroxysm.
The Prime Minister had thus to face the
country, with his party thoroughly disorganised
and without a programme of any kind. The
election finally came in an absurd manner.
Gladstone temporarily added the Chancellorship
of the Exchequer to his other offi&, and many
lawyers stated that he had thus forfeited his seat for
Greenwich* which, it was generally thought, he